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The Papen Government summed up
Before describing further historical developments we will
attempt in the briefest form a summary of Papen's activities
as Chancellor. This is not so very easy, because during
the whole period Schleicher's will predominated in the
political sphere, whilst in economic and cultural affairs in
consequence of Papen's lack of personal experience he was
much influenced by specialists at that time.
At the outset it was believed that the tendencies of the
Herrenklub and the Ring would show their influence in the
policy of the Papen Government, but it had to be admitted
after a few weeks that this influence was far less than its
members had assumed it would be. Neither Herr von
Gleichen nor Werner Schotte, both of whom had cultural
ideals and intended to give the Government the benefit of
them, could prevail in the slightest against Schleicher's
powerful personality. Neither could there be any question
of Herr von Papen's admitting the more powerful influence
of the Junkers and the upper class. Papen's only really
great success lay ir the suspension of the Prussian Govern-
ment, and so in the beginning of the complete subordination
of the provinces to the Reich Government. This success
did not harmonise in any way with the ideas of the Herren-
klub, but merely expressed the wishes of Schleicher, and
naturally of Hitler too.
Papen was by no means constructive. He contented
himself in fact with carrying on what Bruning had begun.
One cannot blame him for this, for times then were so
difficult politically and economically that it would have
required a far longer period than six months to arouse the
constructive potentialities that slumbered in. Papen and his
associates.
Papen himself was very sure that his Government would
last longer. Werner Schotte relates that once Schleicher,
when asked how long the Papen Government would last,
answered e Four years'. Papen himself shared this opinion,
for when Werner Schotte asked him about it he said * Yes,
this splendid reply expresses pretty clearly the fact that the